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Residential and Work Facilities for Adults with Intellectual Disabilities

Registered as a NPO (Act 71 of 1997) – 003-319 NPO and PBO in terms of the Income Tax Act 1962
MISSION, STRUCTURE AND PRINCIPLES OF CRESSET HOUSE

Mission

Cresset House is a communal village primarily committed to the provision of residential and occupational facilities to adult persons with intellectual disabilities, in a stable, caring and stimulating environment.

Structure

Cresset House is a non profit organisation incorporated under article 21 of the Companies Act of 1973.

It’s members are the parents and guardians of the villagers at Cresset House, who annually elect the Board of Directors which determines policy and guides the overall functioning of the village, with the internal management structures and staff being responsible for the day to day running of the village.

Villagers are accommodated in six residences, each under the care of a house mother, and in some cases house parents, who, with the assistance of co-workers and domestic aids, endeavour to create and maintain a homely and family environment.

Occupational and therapeutic activities include handcraft workshops, a bakery, vegetable gardening, and other agricultural activities.

Funding consists of government grants, disability allowances received by villagers, income generated by the occupational activities, and donations, the latter being primarily the regular contributions made by parents and guardians to the Cresset Trust which supports Cresset House financially.

Principles and core values

· The Cresset community is committed to the maintenance of spiritual values based upon Christianity.

· The community functions as a collective whole, with individual members interacting and cooperating with each other for the greatest common good of all who live and work at the village.

· Cresset House endeavours to utilise and develop the abilities of each individual villager holistically to his/her fullest potential, and in so doing strive to achieve the highest possible degree of fulfilment of each villager both as a person and as a member of the community.

CONDITIONS OF ADMITTANCE

1. PROBATION

1.1 After the consideration of an application and the evaluation of the prospective villager, all qualifying applicants are accepted for a trial period of up to six months during which time they will be assessed as to their ability to adapt to the village environment and their suitability to be accepted into the village.

1.2 A two-week trial visit may be required prior to the commencement of the trial period. (At a cost of R125.00 per day)
2. COMPLIANCE WITH HOUSE RULES

In the house in which the villager will reside at Cresset House he/she shall be subject to the rules imposed by his/her housemother.  Access by parents/guardians, family and friends must be through the housemother and subject to house rules (which are available on request).

3. LOSS OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY

Cresset House will not be responsible for any loss or damage to the property of any villager during the period of residence at the village, whether such occurrence results from any act or omission on the part of any member of staff or of any other villager or through any other cause whatsoever.  The parents/guardians fully indemnify Cresset House, the staff and any other person who may be involved with the care of the villagers, against any possible claims or legal action that could arise from such an occurrence.

4. FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

4.1 Disclosure of the required financial details of the villager and of the person signing this agreement, must be made to Cresset House together with the initial application and must be updated on request from time to time during the residency of the villager.

4.2 A prescribed contribution to the Cresset Trust is payable monthly in advance by the parents/guardians. The contributions are reviewed from time to time by the Cresset House Board of Directors. The fee payable as from the 1st of October 2008 amounts to R 2,859.00 plus the Disability Grant of R 1010.00, totaling a monthly amount of R 3,869.00. A one month extra payment is required as a deposit upon admission.
4.3 It is expected that adequate provision for the continuation of this contribution to Cresset Trust throughout the period of residence of the villager at Cresset House must be made by parents/guardians, and proof of this would be required as a condition of admission to Cresset House.

5. DISABILITY GRANTS

5.1 In the case of villagers who are recipients of state disability grants, the collection and administration of such grants would normally be entrusted to Cresset House.

5.2 Where parents/guardians prefer to continue to receive the grants on behalf of the villager, these grants must be paid over to Cresset House monthly.

5.3 In cases where villagers do not qualify for a disability grant, or receive a lesser grant, parents/guardians will be required to supplement their contributions to Cresset Trust with the amount of such a grant or the amount by which the grant received is less than the normal full disability grant.

6. TERMINATION OF RESIDENCE

6.1 Villagers may leave the village on one calendar month’s written notice being given by the parents/guardians.

6.2 A villager may also be asked to leave the village due to his/her uncontrollable or violent behaviour, or medical condition, or inability to fit into the village’s community life.

6.3 Failure on the part of parents/guardians to regularly meet their financial commitments to Cresset Trust could lead to them being asked to remove the villager from Cresset House.

7. MEDICAL REPORT

A medical report by a qualified medical practitioner on the causes, the nature and the extent of the intellectual disability of the prospective villager, and his/her present state of health, would be required to be submitted with the application.

8. MEDICAL CARE AND EXPENSES

8.1 Parents/guardians will be responsible for the medical expenses of their children/wards during their residence at Cresset House.

8.2 If instructed accordingly and authorised to do so, Cresset House will take villagers for check-ups twice a year to a dental surgeon at Halfway House (Midrand).

8.3 At present Drs J Jacovides, P Meier and A van der Walt at the Medical Centre at Halfway House, are the house doctors to Cresset House.  When the need arises, villagers will be taken to these 

doctors, and their advice will be followed, unless parents/guardians have instructed Cresset House differently, either at the time of submitting an application for admission of a villager or on being advised of the illness of the villager at any time after his/her admission.

8.4 The nearest hospital and twenty four hour emergency service to Cresset House is the Carstenhof Clinic and use will be made of this facility in a case of emergency or if hospitalisation of a villager is required, unless Cresset House has been instructed differently by the parents/guardians.

8.5 If necessary, and where no medical aid is available, villagers will be taken to the local clinic and/or state hospital.

9. VILLAGER APPLICATION QUESTIONNAIRE

9.1
Particulars of prospective villager

Surname 


First names 


Date of birth 

Full length Photograph

Male/Female 


ID number 


Disability Grant No 


Nationality 


Home language 


Religion 


9.2
Particulars of father or male guardian


Full Name 












ID No 




Occupation 







Employer/Business 











Postal Address 











Home Address 



 Work Address 





Tel No. 




 Tel No. 






Cell 





 E-mail 





9.3 Particulars of mother or female guardian


Full Name 












ID No 




Occupation 







Employer/Business 











Postal Address 











Home Address 



 Work Address 





Tel No. 




 Tel No. 






Cell 





 E-mail 






9.4
Brothers and/or sisters of prospective villager


Name


Date of birth

Address


Tel no

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	


9.5 Other next of kin (name, address and telephone number)


1.













2.












9.6
Summary of medical information

Any special condition(s) requiring care?  (Epilepsy, allergies etc.)

Medication: 











House Doctor 










Blood Group (if available) 



Medic Alert No. 



Medical Aid and number 









Medical accounts to be sent to: 









9.7
Instructions regarding medical services

If the standard procedures followed by Cresset House are not acceptable to parents and/or guardians then specific instructions need to be given regarding the names of medical practitioners and facilities to be used:


9.7.1.
General practitioner to be referred to:


Name: 











Address: 











Tel No:











9.7.2
Dental surgeon

Name: 











Address: 











Tel No:











9.7.3
Hospital

Name: 











Address: 











Tel No:











Note:  The doctor, dentist and hospital must be reasonably accessible to Cresset House in order for it to comply with these specified requirements.

9.8
Scholastic achievements and schools or training centres attended

9.9 Any special characteristics, interests and hobbies

9.10
Any particular/specific behavioural traits?

9.11
General

Why do you want your son/daughter/ward to join Cresset House?

10.
DECLARATION BY PARENTS/GUARDIANS


Being the parent(s)/guardian(s)

of 












(prospective villagers name)

10.1 I/we do hereby declare that all the details supplied in this application are true and complete and that no knowledge of any relevant matter has been deliberately withheld.

10.2
I/we subscribe to and agree with all the conditions and principles set out in the Villager Admission Application, subject to the specific medical requirements, if any, set out in the Villager Application Questionnaire.

10.3
I/we do hereby waive and forever abandon any claim which I/we may have in my/our capacity as parents/guardians against Cresset House, its employees, agents, nominees or representatives in respect of any injuries to, or the death of, the villager whilst residing at Cresset House, or whilst being conveyed to and from the said village, or at, or in, any other place or vehicle, where the villager is under the care, custody or supervision of Cresset House, it’s employees, agents, nominees or representatives.

Signed at 


on the


 day of 

200


Father



Mother


  Guardian

Print name


  Print name


  Print name

Witnessed:

1. 







2. 







N.B.  PLEASE  INITIAL  EVERY PAGE,  SIGN PAGE 11 WITH WITNESSES AND RETURN PAGES 2 - 11
[Villager admission application-Jan 2009]




141 Hampton Road, Glen Austin Ext. 1, Midrand


PO Box 74, Halfway House, Gauteng, 1685


Tel: +27 11 314 1148, Fax: +27 11 314 2543


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@cresset.org.za" ��admin@cresset.org.za�  Website: www.cresset.org.za








