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Another year has flown and Christmas is
almost upon us. Much has happened in
the last few months. Leroy Berndt left at the
end of September to work in Canada. Elrina
van Schaardenburgh took over as CEO on
the 1st November and we would like to take
this opportunity to wish her a long and happy
stay at Cresset.
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In the early hours of 13th July one wing of
Merlyn House was burnt in a fire started by
an electrical fault. Fortunately no-one was
seriously hurt thanks to the promptness of
Bridget who raised the alarm. Pam and the
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villagers all remained very calm during the
evacuation. Murray and Paul were on the
burning side and couldn’t get through the door
but Kingdom broke the windows and they were
then pulled out. Pieter went into the house
to check if anyone was still inside and suffered
some smoke inhalation. The displaced
villagers were put up in Orchard until the burnt
section of Merlyn was rebuilt.

On 12th November the builder handed the
house back to us and the residents could now
return to normal. A big thank you to everyone
who helped over this traumatic time with love
and support, clothing, bedclothes etc.

Tunnels

You will have noticed all the tunnels that have
suddenly appeared on the land!

There are ten, of which three are currently
operational.

The seedlings are supplied by Ashley
Gonzalves of Hygroberry Farms, as we need
them, at no charge. The grown plants will
then be bought back for sale to their hotel
customers. Currently we are growing lettuce
and herbs. We are hoping to lease out the
tunnels that we will not be using.




Please take a walk to the tunnels and have a
look the next time you are at Cresset.

The garden will continue to grow vegetables
for sale to the houses and the passing
population.

From Anna
Recycling

Although 2 years ago collection of glass was
discontinued we have now acquired a green
glass bank (not just for green glass) which is
for all glass colours. So please collect all
your glass over the festive season and drop
it off next year. We still collect paper and
cardboard as well as tins for recycling.
Although we do not get rich from this scheme
we do receive money for a good cause as
well as looking after this planet of ours. We
hope that the generations after us will be able
to enjoy the beauty of the landscape without
mountains of rubbish all over the place.

Cultural

In-house we’ve had a busy year. Tableaux
at Easter, the 10 days between Ascension
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and Whitsun, St. John’s with a pageant and
our Christmas in July. Michaelmas was very
quiet but we are now preparing for Christmas.
We’'ve already had several parties and our
Christmas lunch was on the 27th November.
We had hoped to produce our Christmas play
for all but time is too short so it will be a
humble performance at our annual Christmas
dinner.

In future we hope to stage a play not related
to any of the festivals. This way we have the
benefit of practising until we feel ready for
the “Great Night”.

Thursday afternoon artistic activities are very
much appreciated as are the evening
activities. Some years ago when television
was introduced we questioned what impact it
would have on our cultural life. We needn’t
have worried — the two seem to co-exist very
well.

General

We had a lovely trip to Soweto which was
sponsored by the 100 Club as well as the
Cresset Support Group. Everyone from
Cresset had the opportunity to go and it would
appear that all who went thoroughly enjoyed it.

We are still receiving
donations of food from
Spar and Woolworths.
These donations are
collected from the
outlets once or twice a
week and then sorted
for the houses. Thank
you to all those
concerned. We are
very grateful for these
donations especially as
food prices continue to
escalate. We need to
remember that we might p#==
not always be




considered for these donations but until this
happens we will continue to appreciate them.

Thank you to the Knights Pendragon Rotary Club
and the Pendraganns for their continued interest
in Cresset and the donations of maize meal, and
clothes and bedding after the fire. The Rotarians
are also organising an electrician to come and
check all the wiring in the houses. We have also
been given two specialised hospital beds plus
mattresses by the Rotary Club of Knights
Pendragon. These are already being used. A
very big thank you.

Workshops

We always need work for our Contract Workshop
so please pass any contacts on to Elrina. We will
be saying goodbye to
Andrea Morrison who
has been at Cresset
for many years.
Andrea joined Cresset
in March 1982 . She
will be retiring at the
end of the year.
Thank you, Andrea,
for all your love, care
and enthusiasm over
the years. You will
be missed.

The 100 Club

The 100 Club continues to thrive. We are not full
yet so if you don'’t already subscribe and would
like to do so please contact Ursula Carte who is
the convenor. Her number is (012) 365-3390.
It costs R200 for the year. There is a draw every
month for R500 and an extra draw at the end of
June for R1000.

Bakery

The Bakery has been producing very nice biscuits
and koeksusters. These sell for R10 a packet so
please place your orders with Marinda or through
the office.

Cresset House Support Group

Although there are only a few members the CHSG
continues to support Cresset in any way it can.
This year they are selling Christmas Cards.
Contact Rose-Marie Barker at 011 467-7341 if you
would like to buy any. We also sold Casual Day
stickers for R10 each. Casual Day was on the
5th September. Clarissa Bihl managed this for
us.

The CSG once again manned the doors at the
South African Antique Dealers’ Association Fayre
and will receive a donation for this.
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Staff

Ruby Nel, housemother for Orchard, left in July.
This position wasn't filled immediately as her flat
was used to accommodate the displaced Merlyn
villagers. Pam Cardin kept an eye on both houses.
Thank you Pam. We now need to fill this position.
It has been advertised but you may know of
someone who you think would be suitable. If so
please contact Elrina and ask the person to send
a CV to the office.

Horse Riding

Several of our villagers continue to go to horse
riding twice a month. This is very therapeutic and
benefits them tremendously. The transporting to
and from Shumbashaba has now reverted back to
Cresset and we would like to take this opportunity
to thank the drivers for their time.








